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statement that battle will not ensue if the lovers are irredeemably
incriminated by their actions. On this legal basis, it is reasonable
for Arthur to deny the use of a judicial combat when the Tovers are

caught, according to plan, in such a compromising situation.

However, Arthur's statement, "'I know no knyght that ys able
to macch hym'" (p. 674, 34-35), also implies a pdssib]e, and more
probable, second reason for refusing trial by battle. Arthur seems to
be denying the principal justification of trial by battle, that it was

‘not a knight's strength or ski11‘which determined the outcome 6f the
fight but the rightness of his cause. If the knight were innocent, so

the theory went, God would protect and aid him against a false accuser.

Further evidence that Arthur is denying this principle is
found in his reply to Gawain's defense of Lancelot. Gawain had.also‘
suggésted that, in a trial by batf]e,‘Lance1ot could absolve himself
~ and Guenevere of guilt. He said to Arthur, "'I dare say he woll make
hit gqqdyuppdn ony knyght lyvyng that wo11:put uppon hym}vy1any or
shame, and in lyke wyse he woll make good for my lady the quene'"

(p. 682, 39441). But Arthur asserts that strength rather than diVine
intervention determines the odtcome of battle; "'That I beleve well,'
seyde kynge Arthur, 'but I woll nat that way worke with sir Launcelot,

for he trustyth so much uppon hys hondis and hys myght that he doutyth

no man. And therefore for my quene he shall nevermore fyght, for
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she sha]l have the law. And if I may gete sir Launcelot, wyte you

well he shall have as shamefull a dethe'" (p. 682, 42-44, p. 683, 1-2).
Arthur clearly suggests in this statement that the Queen will not
receive the law, or just punishment, if Lancelot is allowed to fight

fof her.

Arthur has two reasons, then, for denying Lancé1ot and
Guenevere a trial by battle. On the one hand, he has the legal
Jjustification that in a case of blatant guilt a trial by battle was
not appropriate. It appears, however, that a more substantiél motive
is Arthur's éynicism toWards the re1igiods premise behind trials by
battle and his realistic appraisal of the role of the strengths and
skills of the respective combatants. The dominance of this second
reason for the refusal is substantiated by the fact that Lancelot,
and even Malory himself, reject the incriminating evidence as
inconclusive. Lancelot persists in denying the charge, explaining
to the knights who take his part that "'thys nyght bycause my lady
the quene sente for me to speke with her, I suppose hit was made by
treson; howbehit I dare largely excuse her person, natwithstondynge
I was there b[e a forecaste] hefehondefslayne but as Jesu provyded
for me'" (p. 679, 40-43). Even Gawain seeks to introduce doubt into
Arthur's mind, saying, "'thoughe hyt were so that sir Launcelot were
founde in the quenys chambir, yet hit myght be so that he cam thydir
for none evyll. Fof ye know, my lorde ... that my lady thefquene hath

oftyntymes ben gretely beholdyn unto sir Launcelot, more than to ony
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othir knyght; for oftyntymes he hath saved her 1yff and dqne batayle
for her whan aT] the courte refused the quene. And peradventure she
‘sente for hym for goodnes and for none evyll, to rewarde hym fqr his
good dedys that he had done to her in tymes past. And peraventure
my lady the quene sente for hym to that entente, that sir Launcelot
sho]de a com prevaly to her, wenyng that hyt had be beste in
eschewyng [and dredyng] of slaundir; for oftyntymys we‘do many
thynges that we wene fdr the beste be, and yet peradveniure hit

turnyth to the warste'" (p. 682, 25-37).

Even when Launcelot returns Guenevere tq the King, he swears
Mithat my lady, quene Gwenyver, ys as trew a lady unto youre person
as ys ony lady Tyvynge unto her lorde'" (p. 688, 24-26). Malory,
himself, makes an interesting comment though it, of course, does not
influence the King's action at all. Malory introduces doubt about
the Tovers' guilt, although he has recorded, at least on one occasion,
the’night in Mellyagaunte's castle, that Lancelot slept in the Queen's
bed. However, c]aimihg a French source, the existence of which
Vinaver denies (p. 774), Malory writes that "whether they were abed other af
other maner of disportis, me lyste nat thereof make no mencion, for
Tove that tyme was nat as love ys nowadayes" (676, 2-4). With this‘
degree of doubt raised and with thirteen of the fourteen witnesses to
Lancelot's predicament, dead, Arthur's legal justification for |
}refusing a trial by battle weakens. Although he asks that Lancelot be
faken with the deed so that he can refuse a judicial combat on the
grounds of blatant guilt, it is clear that his principal reason for

denying the defendants the right of trial by battle is that he
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recognizes that Lancelot's superior skill will win him acquittal.

This strongly sﬁggests that Afthur desires}the punishment
of Guenevere and Lancelot although Mé]ory comments that "the kynge}
was full lothe that such a noyse shulde be uppon sir Launcelot and
his quene; for the kynge had a demyng of hit, but wold nat here
thereoff, for sir Launce1ot had done so much for hym and for the
quene so many tymes that wyte you well the'kynge‘1oved hym passyngly
well" (p. 674, 37-41). Nevertheless, Arthur refuses to cohsider
explanations of the circumstances. Lancelot even Suggests that he
is already proved innocent in an unofficial trial by battle for
“‘had nat the myght of God'bene’with me, I myght never have.endured
with fourtene knyghtes; and}they armed and afore purposed, and I

unarmed and nat purposed'" (p. 694, 35-37).

Arthur, then, alone, without appeal to God, without even
the approval of his barohs,8 vjudges his queen guilty and condemns
her to be burnt at the stake. His prohibition of judicial combat
implies a rejection by him of de as anyactive, benevolent fdrce in
human affairs. Early in Malory‘s‘work, Arthur ignored the outcome

of the trial by battle in which he fought as Damas' champion, and

8In the French Mort Artu and Le Morte Arthur, the barons sentence
Guenevere (Vinaver's note to p. 682, 10 and Le Morte Arthur, A Romance
in Stanzas of eight lines, ed. J. Douglas Bruce, EETS, Extra Series,
88 (London, 1903), p. 57. ‘
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judged in favour of the vanquished party. Arthur returns, in the last
book, to the practice of asserting his own judgment. This is not a
step towards greater wisdomvand justice but, rather, a self-wilful act,
which, ironically, though only a minor element of the plot itself,

is the catalyst in the events which bring about the collapse of the
Round Table. Arthur and Lancelot reluctantly take opposing sides and
the fellowship splits into two camps. Furthermore, in rescuing
Guenevere from the fire, Lancelot inadvertently kills Gawain's two
brothers, Gaherys and Gareth. Consequently, Gawain pursues vengeance,
relentlessly, involving the King in a war against Lancelot even when
Guenevere has been returned to‘Arthur. While beseiging Lancelot's
castle in France, Arthur entrusts his kingdom and Queen to Mordred.

Mordred betrays Arthur and the final battle between them is catastrophic.

Arthur's refusal to allow Lancelot and Guenevere a trial by
~ battle is made in a spirit of independence and self-will, a seeming

, aggrandizement‘of self above others, even God.9 Furthermore, the

9In the Alliterative Morte Arthure, one of Malory's major sources
for this part of his work, Arthur's pride is his tragic flaw. Though
Malory does not here direct our attention to Arthur's excessive ‘
pride, it is perhaps fair to say that Arthur's refusal to countenance
any appeal to a method of determining justice other than his spoke
decision is the act of a proud and self-wilful man. ‘
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members of Arthur's court are similarly proud and self-assertive.
Shortly before this incident, Guenevere's destructive anger and
jealousy were shown when she expelled Lancelot from the court for
imagined insults to her as the courtly lover-queen. Gawain's sense
of family honour becomes such an obsession that he prevents the
possible reconciliation between Arthur and Lancelot, in pursuit of
his own vengeance. Lancelot, also, exhibits concern for his
reputation. Though at first he is loath to fight Gawain, his
former friend and thé nephew of the King, when Gawain insults his
honour, Lancelot casts aside his reservations in order to clear his

name.

C. Conclusion

Arthur's refusal to allow a trial by battfe is, in itself,
of little importance, but it is the catalyst of a series of events
which brings about the downfall of the Round Table. Malory could not
have intended Arthur's refusal to be a significant indication of an
overall theme or he would have drawn the reader's attention to the
incident‘more decisive1y. As it is, Arthur's initial decision is
recorded in just one single sentence and, even then, is not stated
directly. I am fully aware, therefore, that any further significance
I attach to this incident was almost certainly not intended by

Malory, himself. Nevertheless, it is tempting to observe, in the last
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book, a pattern in which Arthur's refusal to allow a trial by battle

plays a pivotal role.

We have seen that throughout Malory's work, when trial by
battle is used, just decisions do not consistently result. However,
Malory does not indicate that Arthur's refusal is based on the
evidenée that some of the preceding battles failed in their purpose.
Instead, Malory immediately precedes Arthur's refusal with the
healing of Sir Urre. There are several possible interpretations of
this incident,10 but one reading is that this incident demonstrates
that God will and does intervene in human affairs. All the knights
of Arthur's court attempt but fail to heal Sir Urre. Lancelot,
though sinful like the others, is the only one who asks for God's
help in the attempt. He, alone, prays; "'Now, Blyssed Fadir and
Son and Holy Goste, I beseche The of Thy mercy that my symple worshyp
and honeste be saved, and Thou Blyssed Trynyte, Thou mayste yeff me
power to helpe thys syke knyght by the grete vertu and grace of The,
but, Good Lorde, never of myselff'" (p. 668, 22-26). Miraculously,

Lancelot is then able to heal Sir Urre.

Interpreted in this way, the healing of Sir Urre demonstrates

) loFor an alternative reading, see, for example, Lumiansky, pp.
29-231.
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that a man need not be sinless to be blessed by God. Lancelot, who
has broken the promises he made, while on the Grail quest, to

avoid the adu]tefous love of Guenevere, is sinful, yet he succeeds

in performing the miracle, seemingly because he a]one‘asks for God's
help in the task. Lancelot's state is unimbortant, then. Urre's
recovery is achieved byba miracle, that is, God's direct intervention
ih man's affairs. This episode shows that in Malory's work God can

and will perform miracles.

Therefore, the incident is significant in relation to
Arthur's refusal in that it prevents the reader praising Arthur's
decision as a realistic recognition of the inability of trial by
battle to arrive at fafr judgments. Because this incident immediately
precedes‘Arthuh's refusal, it is possible to interbret it as
suggesting that God could have equally demonstrated juétice in a
trial by battle if Arthur had chosen to ask and believe that God

would act as judge.

Furthermore, it is possible to see that in the structure
of Ma]ory's work as a whole, the chaos brought about by Arthur's
refusal to allow the judicial combat, and, thus, his rejection of
God as judge, is only brought under control when the characéers
repent for their sins and are reconciled with God. Gawain, for
example, just before he dies, recognizes "'myne owne hastynes and
my wy[]]fulnesse, for thorow my wylfulnes I was causer of myhé'owne
dethe ... thorow me‘and <mj> pryde ye have all thys shame and

disease'" (p. 709, 31-36). Guenevere also recognizes her guilty



137

role in the collapse of the Round Table. She becomes a nun, "and
never creature coulde make her myry, but ever she lyved in fastynge,
prayers, and almes-dedis, that all maner of people mervayled how
vertuously she was chaunged" (p. 718, 1-3). When she sees Lancelot,
she says, "'thorow thys same man and me hath all thys warre be
wrought, and the deth of the moste nobelest knyghtes of the worlde;
for thorow oure love that we have loved togydir ys myvmoste noble

lorde slayne'" (p. 720, 15-17).

- Lancelot also makes his peace with God, recognizing his k
guilt and his need for repentance; "'I remembre me how by my defaute
and myn orgule and my pryde that they [Guenevere énd Arthur] were
bothe layed ful lowe, that were pereles that ever was lyvyng of
Cristen people'" (p. 723, 27-29). When Lancelot dies, however, the
Bishop at the heritage sees a vision "'with mo angellis than ever I
sawe men in one day. And I sawe the angellys heve up syr Launcelot
unto heven, and the yates of heven opened ayenst hym'" (p. 724,
25-28). Lancelot is found dead fn,his bed but "he laye as he had
smyled, and the swettést‘savour‘aboute hym that ever they felte"

(p. 724, 34-35).

Malory's work ends in this spirit of serenity through
reconciliation with God. The characters do not reestablish the
chivalric code. Instead, théy‘adOpt the Christian code, not as a

guide in a religious quest such as that of the Sangreall, but as a
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pervading influence in a spiritual life. Thus, it is possible to
see in the last book a pattern in which Arthur's refusal to allow a
trial by battle plays a pivotal role. God's ability and readiness
to intervene, when asked, in the lives of men, is first affirmed

by the healing of Sir Urre. It is then denied by Arthur when

he disallows a trial by battle in which God, if asked, could have
demonstrated his judgment of Guenevere and Lancelot. Finally,

in the last section of the work, the necessity'and desirability of
living in close observance of God's will is affirmed by the

spiritual lives that Lancelot and Guenevere ultimately come to live.
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APPENDIX A: SOURCES
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(material collated from Vinaver's notes

- to 3 volume, 1948 ed.)

1 vol. ed. (3 vols. ed.) Reference in Malory

Reference in source

30 (45)

83 (139)

85 (142)

88 (146)

89 (147)

252(404)

Arthur's parentage is known
before Ulphins' accusation so he
can only blame Igraine for not
making it openly known

Igraine's lines "I am a woman
and I may not fight..."

Outlake offers to fight bddy
for body with Damas ’

"twelve good men of the contrey"
chosen

Arthur calls Accolon a traitor
"kepers of the felde"
lines 3-30

Bleoberys and Blamour summon
Angwysshe

In French source,

Ulphins accuses the

queen of having destroyed
her child. Igraine puts

the blame on Merlin who says
he gave the child to Ector,
thus establishing Arthur

as the true heir

Not in French
(1294)

The French contains a longer
description of Damas' attempt
to persuade one of his
neighbours to do battle for

him
(]340)

The preliminaries are

arranged in the presence of

"les preudoumes del pais"
(13471) '

Not in French
(1343)

In French, it is the keepers

of the field who beg Arthur's

forgiveness '
(1344)

Mostly Malory's invention
(1344)

In French, the king is
chaltenged by Blamour alone
(1450)



354 (579)

400 (655)

401 (656)

402 (658)

Trial of Angwysshe

When Amant says he will accuse
Mark of treason at Arthur's
court, Mark says, "I shall

 thereof defende me afore kynge

Arthure"

the damsel seeks a champion
to fight Gonereyse for her
lands :

"And than he raced of his helme
and smote of his hede. Than

they wente to souper"

account of 2nd day of tourn-
ment

"So whan they had dyned"

140

"The whole adventure is v
clearly designed to place the
King of Ireland under an
obligation to Tristram. The
same purpose is achieved in
the earlier versions of the
legend by means of Tristram's
successful fight with the dragor
and the king's promise to give
his daughter's hand to anyone
who would kill the monster....
The whole evolution of the
Tristram story from a primitive
tale to a romance of chivalry
is reflected in the contrast
between the epic fight with the
dragon and the conventional
romantic duel"

(1450-51)

In French, Mark is obviously
unwilling to accept Amant's
challenge. He is imprisoned

by his own squires who make him
promise that he will meet Amant

at Arthur's court

(1474)

In French, "Flanners, acting as
a judge between the damsel and
Gonereys (Gozois), decides that
the dispute must be settled 'par
la bataille'"

(1492)

Not in French
(1492)

,th in French

(1492)

In French, the challenger,
Archede, refuses to eat with
Palomydes

(1492)



402 (658)

404 (661)

406 (664)

614 fl049)

618 (1055)

620 (1059)

659 (1133)

"smote of his hede ...wente to
souper"

Saphir recounts battle with
Earl de 1a Plaunche '

Palomydes and Corsabryne fight
for damsel

Mador accuses Queen of murder

of Patryse

the battle itself

Nyneve's explanation

Lancelot's defense of
Guenevere on adultery charge

141

Not in French
(1492)

"In the Prose Tristan the
'quans de la PTanche’ is an ene
of Palomides' parents ('il

ont eu une grant querre au
quans de la Planche dont je
1'apelai devant le roi Artus')
and is eventually killed by
Palomides' brother, Saphir"

‘ (1494)

In French, Corsabryne kills

himself and his soul is

carried off by the devil
(1494{

In Mort Artu, Mador withdraws
allegiance to king before
making accusation

(1583-84)

Bors' part less important.

Bors does not appear on the fie

to fight in Mort Artu, though

he does in Le Morte Arthure
(1584)

In Mort Artu, Lancelot's
victory is accepted as
evidence of the queen's
innocence

(1585)

In the prose version of the

Charette, the Queen protests tt

accusation and calls Lancelot

to defend her. Lancelot

defies anyone to uphold the che

and ¥ellyagaunte offers battle.
(1595)



659 (1134)

660 (1135)

662 (1138)

662 (1139)

674 (1163)

674 (1163)

676 (1165)

They agree to fight in eight
days at Westminster

‘Guenevere is to be burnt

Mellyagaunte asks for mercy

Lancelot fights‘Mellyagaunte
again, severely handicapped

"takyn with the dede"

Malory claims that in French
source, Arthur knew of
adultery for long time

Malory introduces doubt about
sexual nature of relationship

142

In Chretien and the Prose.
Romance, a battle takes place
immediately beside

Bagdemagus' castle. Lancelot
wins and spares Mellyagaunte
on Queen's request.
Mellyagaunte swears he will ki’
Lancelot soon. A 2nd battle
takes place and is inconclsive.
A 3rd battle is fought, after
Lancelot has been imprisoned

twice
(1595-96)

~ Not in Chretien or the Prose
- Charette. Malory "seems to

have borrowed this trait from
an earlier episode of the

Book"
(1596)

Not in French romance; Arthur
intervenes on his behalf
(1596)

MSS differ. In some,

Lancelot allows Mellyagaunte tt

stand while he cuts off his he:

in others they fight again on

condition that, if defeated,

Mellyagaunte will be beheaded
(1596)

Modelled on French Mort Artu

("fetes tant que vous le

preigniez prouvez'). Cf.

Le Morte Arthure: "What were

now thy beste consayle/ :

for to take hym with the dede'
(1614

Not in French romance or
English poem
: (1614-15)

Both French and English
sources specifically say that
Lancelot went to bed with the
queen



677 (1167)

680ff
(1170-73)

682 (1174)

692 (1194)

692 (1197)

705 (1219)

Lancelot opens the door just a
little so that only one man can
enter

Lancelot resolves -to rescue the
Queen from the fire

"my quene muste suffir dethe"

Pope's intervention is the
result of "consideracion of
the grete goodnes of kynge
Arthur and of the hyghe proues
off sir Launcelot"

"as he was a trew and anoynted
kynge"

"Com forth, thou false
traytoure knyght"

143

In both English and French,
Lancelot takes no such
precaution

(1615-16)

"That nearly the whole of this

dialogue was added by Malory

there can be little doubt"
(1616)

In both Eng]1sh and French,

the queen is sentenced to deatr

by the barons .
(1617)

- In Mort Artu, Pope intervenes

because Queen had not been
proved guilty

(1622)

Not in sources
(1623)

Cf. Le Morte Arthure:

"Come forth, Launcelot, and
prove thy mayne,

Thou traytour that hast treson
wroght"
(1630)
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APPENDIX B

BATTLES MOTIVATED’BY A SENSE OF JUSTICE (POSSIBLE TRIALS
BY BATTLE ARE MARKED BY AN ASTERISK)

BOOK 1:

p. 30 Trial by battle mentioned by Ulphins and
Igrayne

pp. 31ff Gryfflet goes to revenge death of Myles;
fights King Pellinore. Arthur goes to avenge
injury of Gryfflet; also fights Pellinore -

pp. 42ff : Launceor fights Balin to avenge death of the
Lady of the Lake; Arthur agrees

p. 53 Pellam fights with Balin to avenge death of

: Garlon

pp. 65ff Gawain fights Blamoure, partly for adventure,
but also for killing his hounds

pp. 69FF Torre fights Abelleus; Torre is defending his
theft of a brachette ,

p. 72 Pellinore fights Outlake for kidnapping Nyneve

pp. 83ff Arthur fights as Damas' champion

pp. 105fF | Marhalt required to fight the Duke of the Southe
Marchis and his six sons in their effort to
avenge the death of the Duke's seventh son,
slain by Gawain

pp. 106ff ' Marhalt fights a giant

* pp. 107ff | Uwain fights Edwarde and Hew who have usurped

the lands of the Lady of the Rock
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BOOK II:

pp. 121ff ~ Arthur fights the giant on Saint Michael's
Mount

p. 124 Feldenlake fights Gawain to avenge death of
Gayus

BOOK III:

pp. 157ff Lancelot fights Tarquyn to avenge and free

: other knights; they fight to the death because
Tarquyn wants to avenge death of Carados

pp. 160ff Lancelot fights Perys de Foreste Savage for
destroying and distressing women

BOOK IV:

pp. 197ff Gareth fights the Red Knight of the Red Lands

' to free Lyonesse

pp. 205ff Gareth fights Lyonet's enchanted knights;
this is a question of morality rather than
legality

BOOK V:

pp. 232ff Marhalt fights Tristram for trewage of Cornwall

p. 246 Segwarydes fights Tristram for adultery with

_ his wife
p. 247 Account of Segwarydes' attempt to get his wife
’ back from Bleoberys
p. 249 Tristram fights Bleoberys for the lady
* pp. 252ff Angwysshe tried for murder - |
p. 253 Tristram fights Brewnys Sanz Pite for stealing

a shield



pp. 258ff

pp. 260ff
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. 262
. 265
. 265

. 266
. 279
. 280
. 280
. 281

. 308
. 316

. 337
. 339

. 357

. 363
. 379
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Tristram has to fight Brewnor to protect Isode
and to avenge deaths of other knights and
ladies at the Castle Plewre

Galahalte fights Tristram for killing his
father, Brewnor, and mother

Lancelot fights Carados in defense of Gawain
Lambegus fights Palomydes to rescue Isode

Adthorpe f1ghts Palomydes to avenge the abduction
of Isode ,

Tristram fights Palomydes to release Isode
Froll offers to defend himself

Froll f1ghts Gawa1n for tak1ng away h1s lady
Lamerok flghts Froll to avenge Gawain

Bellyaunce fighté Lamerok to avenge the death
of Froll

Tristram kills the giant Tauleas and rescues
Dynaunte

Gawain fights Brewnys Sanz Pite who is about to
slay a lady, having already killed her paramour

'Dynas fights with his lady's paramour

Dynadan fights Brewnys Sanz Pite to avenge
a lady's honour and her brother's death

Berluse fights Mark to avenge death of his
father; Dynadan feels compelled to defend Mark’
because he offered him fellowship before knowing
who he was; Dynadan prevents Mark slaying
Berluse ‘

Amant accuses Mark of murdering Bersules

Aggravayne and Mordred defend a knight, wounded
and fleeing from Brewnys Sanz Pite:

Aggravayne fights Brewnys Sanz Pite

Mordred fights Brewnys Sanz Pite

Dynadan fights Brewnys Sanz Pite to avenge
injuries done to his fellows



p. 379

pp. 385ff

p. 392
pp. 393ff

* pp. 400ff

* p. 402
* pp. 403ff

* p. 404

*

pp. 406ff

p. 417

p. 422

p. 430
pp. 437ff

p. 470

147

Dalan fights Dynadan to avenge his father's
death

'Tristram fights Elyas to establish claim of

tribute
Sadok kills a false knight

Alisaundre fights Melegryne who has kept a
damsel from marrying

Palomydes fights Gonereyse for usurping a
lady's lands

-~ Archede fights Palomydes for murder of Gonereyse

Lamerok fights Palomydes "for youre ladyes sake."
Although there is no legal matter involved, this
battle must be considered in relation to trials
by battle as it is similar in form

Saphir says he killed the Earl de la Plaunche
in a trial by battle

Corsabryne fights Pa]omydes for a damsel and
her lands. Also, not a legal matter but it has
the form of trial by battle

 Bleoberys challenges Brewnys Sanz Pite to fight

but he flees and tells Ector, Percival and Harry
de Fyze Lake that Brewnys Sanz Pite is following
him, and asks forfhir protection. Therefore,
Percival, Ector and Harry fight Bleoberys,
thinking that he is Brewnys Sanz Pite. Brewnys
is about to ki1l Bleoberys when Harry stops him

Tristram fights Aggravayne and Gaherys for killing
a knight who said that Lancelot was better than
Gawain. Aggravayne and Gaherys follow Tristram

to avenge their defeat but they lose again

A knight fights Tristram to avenge the death of
his brother

Palomydes fights Helake and Helyus to avenge the
death of Harmaunce '

Palomydes and Saphir fight 20 knights and 40
gentlemen, are taken prisoner and tried for the
death of a Tord



p. 472

148

Lancelot fights twelve knightskto free Palomydes
pp. 491ffF - Agglovale and Goodwyne fight; Agglovale to
avenge death of his squire; Goodwyne to avenge
death of his brother
p. 493 Percival fights a knight to rescue Parsydes
BOOK VI:
pp. 529ff Melyas takes a gold crown and fights a knight
to keep it
p. 530 Galahad f1ghts the same knight, p0551b1y to
avenge Melyas' wound
p. 544 Percival fights a knight who has stolen a horse
from a yoman who was taking it to his master
p. 554 Lancelot fights the knight who stole his horse,
helm, and sword
* pp. 565ff Bors fights Prydam le Noyre in defense of a
1ady s rights
p. 568 Bors fights a knight to free a lady
p. 574 Lyonell fights Bors for betraying him. A hermit
tries to prevent Lyonell from killing Bors.
Lyonell kills the hermit and then Collegrevaunce
who also tries to protect Bors. Bors flees
pp. 590ff The three Grail Knights fight with the knights
of a castle to protect Percival's sister from
having to give them blood
BOOK VII:
* pp. 614ff Guenevere is tried for the murder of Patryse
* p. 636 Trial by battle mentioned by the Maid of Astolat



»

*

*

pp. 658ff
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Guenevere is tried for treason and adultery
with a wounded knight ‘

BOOK VIII:

p. 674

p. 677
p. 680

pp. 682fFf
p. 688

p. 689
p. 694

pp. 703ff

Arthur says that unless Lancelot is taken in
the act of adultery, he will fight with an
accuser and win

Lancelot denies adultery and offers to fight
an accuser

Lancelot again offers to defend the Queen by
proving in battle that she is true to Arthur

Arthur refuses to allow a trial by battle

Lancelot réfers to the many times he has
defended Guenevere on a charge and saved her

Lancelot might be offering to fight a trial by
battle to prove that he did not deliberately
ki1l Gaherys and Gareth

Lancelot offers again to defend the Queen in
a trial by battle; he refers to his fight

~with the fourteen knights as a kind of trial

Lancé]ot’fights Gawain twice to defend himself
against the charge of treason
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SINGLE COMBATS IN TOURNAMENTS: not fought over legal
matters but under formal conditions

BOOK I:

p. 15  First tournament

p. 106 Marhalt's tournament

p. 107 Uwain's tournament

p. 109 Pentecost tournament

BOOK I1II:

p. 155-156 King Bagdemagus' tournament

BOOK IV:

pp. 211ff Tournament held by Lyonesse

p. 225 Tournament held for wedding of Gareth and Lyonesse
BOOK V:

pp.‘239ff Angwysshe holds a tournament

pp. 276ff ' Nabon's tournament

pp. 320ff Tournament of the Castle of Maidens

pp. 324ff ‘Tournament at the Castle of the Hard Rock

pp. 373ff Arthur holds a tournament

p. 382 Tristram wounded at a tournament

p. 392 | Carados' tournament

pp. 399ff Galahalte calls a tournament ,
pp. 411ff Haute Prynce and Bagdemagus hold a tournament

p. 415 ' Arthur's tournament
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p. 415-416 Arthur plans a tournamant for May Day

pp.’443ff Tournament»of Lonezep

p. 502 | Lancelot holds a joust at Blyaunte's castle

BOOK VI:

p. 521 Arthur's tournament for the kn1ghts before they
go on the quest of the Sangreal

pp. 555ff Tournament of the black knightsagainst the white

p. 573 Mention of tournament between the "erle of P]ayns

: and the "ladyes nevew off Hervyn"

p. 577' Galahad fights in a tournament

BOOK VII:

pp. 621ff Arthur holds a tournament at Camelot

pp. 635ff Tournament between Arthur and the King of North
Galis

p. 642 Recqrd of tqurnaments

pp. 642ff The Great‘Tournament

p. 663 | Record of tournament in Spain

p. 668 Tournament held to ceTebraté Urre's recovery
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BATTLES INVOLVING MORE THAN TWO COMBATANTS

© e o =] o o o
. . . . . .

‘BOOK I:
. 5 Involves death of the Duke of Tintagil
12, pr 16ff Arthur againét the kings
14 Ulphins and Bracias fight with Claudias' men
26 Arthur's men fight in defence of.Leodegraunce
46 Balyn and Balan fight King Royns and men
47 Battle of Arthur's men against Nero's
48 ' Battle of Arthur's men against Lot's
pp. 66ff _' Four knights fight Gawain and Garehys
pp. 77ff ~ Arthur's War with the Five Kings
p. 107 Marhalt fights Sagramour, Ozanna, Dodynas, Felotte
BOOK II:.
pp. 123ff | Arthur's men against Lucius
pp. 128ff Lancelot and company ambushed by Romans
pp. 131ff Battle involving Lucius
p. 136 Arthur attacks city
pp..140ff Sir Florens and knights fight Sarazens; joined
by Gawain and knights
p. 142  Sir Priamus fights with Gawain and men againstv"deukéﬁ

p. 144 Florens and Florydes ambushed




BOOK III:

153

p. 161 Lancélot fights two giants
p. 165 Lancelot fights Gawteke, Gylmere and Raynolde
BOOK 1IV:
p. 182 Gareth kills six thieyes
p. 220 Gareth fights twenty men
- BOOK V:
p. 245 Tristram ambushed by Mark and two other knights
p. 268 Tristram fights at least thirty-two knights
pp. 272ff War in Bretagne; Tristram helps King Howell
p. 278 | Fqur knights against Froll
p. 279 Four knights against Lamerok
pp. 285ff One hundred knights against La Cote
p. 288 Five knights against La Cote
p. 289 Six knights against Lancelot
p. 291 La Cote fights Playne de Fors and P]ayhe de Amoris
p. 293 Lancelot fights Pyllownes, Pellogres and Plaundris
p. 301 Arthur fights two knights |
p. 301 Tristram fights the two knights
p. 306 Tristrém fights Dagonet and the knights
p. 312

Tristram and Dynadan fight thirty knights
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p. 312 Tristram and Dynadan fight two knights

p. 313 Tristram fights with Palomydes and Gaherys

p. 320 Lancelot ambushed by twelve knights

p. 344 Ten knights, led by Brewnys Sanz Pite, fight
Palomydes :

p. 345 Tristram comes to Palomydes' aid |

pp. 382ff Cornwall at war with the men of Sessoyne

p. 391 Sadok defends himself against’four of Mark's knights

p. 214 Sadok and men ambush Mark and men:

pp. 412ff Mark declares war on Sadok and Dynas and men

p. 485 Reports that Arthur had warred on Claudas in France

p. 492 Percival fights with men whi1e Agglovale fights
Goodwyne

p. 497 Brewnys Sanz Pite and Bartelot set upon Blyaunte;

: Lancelot comes to Blyaunte's aid

BOOK VI:

p. 532 Galahad fights seven knights At the Castle of Maidens

p. 534 The seven knights are k111ed by Gareth, Gawain and '
Uwayne

p. 543 Percival set upon by about twenty knights; saved
by Galahad

pp. 587ff Ten knights set upon Galahad, Percival and Bors

BOOK VII:

p. 651 The ten knights fight Mellyagaunte and men in

defense of the queen




BOOK VIII:

pp. 677ff
pp. 687ff
pp. 700ff
pp. 709ff
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Lancelot fights fourteen knights
War between Lancelot and Arthur

Second war between Lancelot and Arthur

War between Arthur and Mordred
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SINGLE COMBATS IN THE FIELD: not fought over legal
| matters but tests of skill

BOOK I:

pp. 56ff : Balin fights Balan

p. 65 ' Gawain fights Alardyne

p. 68 ‘Torre fights Phelot and Petipace

pp. 95ff Marhaus fights a knight of the tower, Uwain

: and Gawain

p. 98 Pelleas fights ten knights
p. 99 Gawainkfights Carados

BOOK II:

p. 124 Bors fights an unknown knight and Callebourne
p. 128 | King of Lybye fights Berell

p. 129 ' Cador fights King of Lybye

p. 131 "~ Welsh King fights Vyllers

p. 132 ’ Lancelot fights Jacounde and Lucius

p. 134 ‘ Arthur fights'Lucius |

pp. 136ff Gawain fights Priamus

BOOK III:

p. 150 : Lyonell fights Tarquyn

p. 150 ~ Ector fights Tarquyn
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p. 153  Lancelot fights Belleus

}p. 161 Lancelot fights pbrter

p. 164 1 Lancelot, as Kay, fights Gawtereyand Gylmere

p. 165 : vijancelot, as Kay, fights Raynolde, Sagramour,
and Ector

p. 166 Lancelot, as Kay, fights Uwain and Gawain

p. 167 Record of a fight between Gylberte ‘the Bastarde

- and Melyot of Logyrs
p. 170 Lancelot fights Phelot
- BOOK IV:

pp. 180-181 , Kay fights Gareth

p. 181 Lancelot fights Gareth

p. 183 | Gareth‘ffghts two knights

Pp. 184ff' Gareth fights the Knight of the Black Lands,
the Green Knight, the Red Knight, and the
Blue Knight

p. 220 | Gareth fights Bendalyne and the Brown Knight

p. 221 AR Gareth fights the Duke de la Rowse

ppP. 221—222 Gareth fights Gawain

BOOK V:

p. 248 - Record of fight between Andred énd Sagramour,

- and Andred and Dodynas
p. 248 Tristram fights Dodynas and Sagramour

. p. 252 ~ Tristram fights Ector and Morganoure



pp. 291-292

P

p.
p.
p.
. 298

P
P
P
P
P
p.
P
p
P
P
p

. 259
. 269

. 283
. 284
285
. 285
. 285
. 288
. 288

. 289

. 292

295
295
296

. 299
. 299

. 310
. 310

. 313

. 313

. 279
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Tristram fights Brewnor

Tristram fights Lamerok

~ Froll fights Lanée]ot

Record of a battle between two unknown knights
La Gote fights Dagonet and Bleoberys -
La Cote fights Palomydes

Mordred fights a‘knight‘of the Castle Orgulus
La Cote fights two knights of the castle

La Cote fights a knight of thé Castle Pendragon
Lancelot fights Neroveus |
Lancelot fights Bryan de les Iles

La Cote fights Plenoryus

Lancelot fights Plenoryus

Kayhydins fights Lamerok

Tristram fights Lamerok

Palomydes fights Lamerok and Tristram
Mellyagaunte fights Lamerok

Arthur fights Lamerok

Tor fights Kay

Tristram fights Brandules

Tristram fights Tor, Ector, Glyngalyn and
Dynadan ‘

Ector fights Dynadan

Tristram fights Bleoberys
Tristram fights Gaherys
Dynadan fights Palomydes



. 313
. 314
. 318
. 318
. 319

T T o T O

. 327

©

p. 328

pp. 331-332
p. 332
p. 334

pp. 334ff
p; 336

p. 341
p. 384

pp. 346ff

p. 349
pp. 350ff
. 355
. 356
. 357

= = = A = |

. 361

pp. 368-369

159

Tristram fights Palomydes |
Tristram fights Pe111nore, Kay, and Sagramour
PerSides fights Pa]omydes

Tristram fights Palomydes ‘

Lancelot fights Bryaunte,kHew, Madok, and

Palomydes

Tristram fights Palomydes

Tristram fights Gaherys

Lucan fights Daname, Dynadan, and Tristram

Tristram fights Uwain:

Uwain fights Andred and Dynas

Mark fights Uwain

Kay fights Mark, Mark fights Gaherys and
Kay f1ghts Andred

Hemyson fights Tristram

Arthur fights Tristram, and Uwain fights

" Tristram

Lancelot fights Tkistram, Palomydes, Gé]ardonne;
Bleoberys, Gawain, Kay, and Dynadan

Tristram fights Sagramour and Dodyhas

Tristram fights>Lahcelot at the stone

Lamerok fights Mark
Mark fights Tryan

‘Dynadan fights Torre

Palomydes fights Dagonet, Braundules, Uwayne,
Ozanna, Aggravayne, Uwain le Avoutres, and

'Gryfflet

Lamerok fights five knights of Morgan's castle,
Palomydes Dynadan, and seven more knights of

- Morgan's castle



Pp.
. 396
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. 370
. 379
. 391

392-93

. 417
. 421
. 425

426

. 431
. 432
. 435
. 439
. 441

. 452
. 468
. 469

482

. 483
. 494

503

. 507
. 508
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Palomydes fights Lamerok

Dynadan fights Mordred and Aggravayne
A]isaundredfights twenty knights

FOuf knights tell of fights with Alisaundre

, Alisaundre fights Sagramour, Harleuse le Berbuse,

Hewgon, Vayns, Harvis le Marchis, and Peryne

~de la Mountain

- Bleoberys fights Palomydes

Dynadan fights Epynogyrs
Dynadan fights Tristram and Gareth
Gareth fights Palomydes and Tristram fights

Palomydes

Berraunte fights Dynadan and Tristram
Segwarydes fights Gareth and Tristram
Pa1omydés'fights Hermyndes |
Brewnys fights Palomydes and Tristram

Palomydes fights'Ga]yhodyn, three knights,
Gawain, Uwain, Dodynas, and Sagramour

Pa]omydesvfights‘Arthur and Lancelot
Helyor fights Epynogrys and Saphir
Palomydes fights Saphir

Bors fights Bromell

Bedyvere fights Boks

Percival fights Ector

- Percival fights Lancelot

Palomydes fights Gallvon and Tristram

Pa]omydes fights Tristram



BOOK VI:

T T T T

. 525
535
. 536
. 560
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‘Bagdemagus fights thevwhite'knight
Lancelot fights Galahad
Galahad fights Percival

Gawain fights Uwain
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