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Overview
What is RSS?
RSS Versions
Library Examples and 
RSS
Tools to Publish RSS
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RSS Definitions
Rich Site Summary
Really Simple Syndication
RDF Site Summary
“feeds”

“A “machine readable file” in 
XML format

One or More RSS Buttons
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RSS – For Machines to Read, Not People

Web Site News Feed
– Easy way to syndicate news headlines
– Way to get automated updates of web site 

changes 
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RSS for the Publisher

Cheap and easy to do
Updates automatically as blog or web site 
changes

Tip: Easiest way for a library to create an RSS feed is to set up a 
blog or a social bookmarking tool.

RSS Syntax

RSS file has two major placeholders for data: 
– Channel
– Items 
Extended descriptions in version 2.0
– Through the use of additional namespaces

Blogging
Dublin core classification
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Item Elements
- <item>
<title>Full Text Now Available for Theses and Dissertations</title> 
<link>http://library.usask.ca/news/2005_01.html</link> 
<description>The University of Saskatchewan Library has recently 

purchased the full-text version of Proquest Dissertations and Theses 
(formerly called Proquest Digital...</description> 

<guid isPermaLink="false">174@http://library.usask.ca/news/</guid> 
<dc:subject /> 
<dc:date>2005-01-18T14:13:08-06:00</dc:date> 
</item>

Title

Link

Description

RSS Flavours

0.9

.91 .92

1.0

2.0 Atom
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RSS Makes Syndication Available to Everyone

Before RSS
– Few wire services and a few channels
– Writers worked for traditional media outlets
With RSS
– Everyone can be a “news” publisher
– Everyone can be a “news” writer/producer

Who “Consumes” RSS feeds?

Individuals with an RSS Newsreader
Webmasters who want to publish feeds on 
their site (fresh food)
News aggregators

5% of internet users say they use RSS aggregators 
Pew Internet and Life
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One Click to Rule Them All

Yahoo Search

MSN Search

BBC Medscape Specialty Scitech lib question

NYT

My.PubMeb BMJGov News BaRf* Nature

*BaRf - Bioinformatics aggregated RSS feeds 

RSS News Readers / Aggregators

RSS 
News 
Readers

Desktop

Sharpreader

Web 
(hosted)

Bloglines

Newsgator
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What Can I Do for My Users?

Beyond the individual
– Important role just educating people about RSS
Powerful tool for creating new services
Look at some examples and applications

New Books by Subject – U of Alberta
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New Book Feeds  – Direct From Library 
Catalog

Sirsi announced it is developing RSS feeds 
out of the catalog
Talis is experimenting

Journals

1000’s of journals that provide table of 
contents and other information
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U of  S Libraries Electronic Journal Pages

Adding RSS to 
E-Journal 
Pages --
Brainchild of 
Peter Scott & 
Darryl Friesen 
at the U of S

Browse by Publisher/Source
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Tools
Database driven site
PHP 
MagpieRSS – Parser for PHP
– http://magpierss.sourceforge.net/
– Handles most type of feeds

MagpieRSS will provide with an associative array 
that you can decide how to format

Darryl’s Sample Script

Run script
http://library.usask.ca/~fichter/rss/magpie_test.php

See the code
http://library.usask.ca/~fichter/rss/magpie_sample.html
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Why RSS Feeds for Books and Journals?

Grist for other people’s web pages
Fuel for the early adopters of RSS as way of 
keeping up professional
Tap into “word of mouth marketing”
Always fresh “auto-magically”

News Column, Archives and RSS Feeds
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Data Library

Uses Moveable Type to create the news
Automatically creates an RSS feed

Reaching Beyond Our Users
Karen Schneider
“Donning my lii.org hat, we had a remarkable 
education when we added RSS feeds. Now people 
find us through the blog-finding agents. Librarians, 
including me, suck at marketing, but by adding RSS 
feeds, we stumbled onto a way for the audience to 
find us, instead of the glacially slow process of 
dissemination through our existing readership.”
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Be Seen: Campus/Corporate Portal

Library News in UPortal

Syndicate your news
Let people update news with a blog
– We use Moveable Type
Presto – instant RSS feeds for your campus 
or corporate-wide portal, departments, CoPs
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Always Fresh – Populate that Web Site
Feeds, feeds, and 
more feeds
– Spot the orange button 

RSS/Weblog search 
sites 
– Technorati.com 
– Feedster.com
– Daypop.com 
– Newsisfree.com
– Feedster.com

Peter Scott’s RSS 
Compendium Blog
– http://ast.antville.org/

Hennepin County Library
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Read the Fine Print

Before you republish RSS feeds check the 
rules

Institute of Physics

http://syndication.iop.org/
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New York Times – Ok for Non-commercial

http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/

The Guardian – Read the Fine Print
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RSS Feeds for News Searches

330 advertising 
supported feeds

http://w.moreover.com/categories/category_list_rss.html

News Searches: Canned / Custom RSS

The feeds are provided free of charge 
for use by individuals and non-profit 
organizations for personal, non-
commercial uses. We ask that you 
provide attribution to Yahoo! News in 
connection with your use of the feeds. http://news.yahoo.com/rss
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New MSN Search
Not permitted except for news readers

Whirlwind Tour of Tools to Display RSS
Things to Keep in Mind
– Licensing
– Security

Can you use remotely hosted services?
Would a search be better than direct 
subscribe?
How private are some aggregators?

– Tools and IT
PHP might be something you can just add
Other tools may require libraries that IT has 
to install on your web server
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RSS Digest (remote)

•Nice, newer 
service

•Insert feed 
with 
JavaScript, 
PHP, or an 
IFRAME 

Copy & Paste the Link to the RSS Feed 
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URL Where the Feed Will Be Displayed

Display Options
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Cut and Paste Code to HTML Page

RSS Digest Results
Amazon Feeds
RSS Digest
– Cut and paste
– Choose layout

Paste your code in 
your web page
– http://library.usask.ca/~

fichter/rss/digest.html
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Tools to Display Your Feeds
RSS2HTML (hosted)
– http://www.rss2html.com/
– Webpage will always show the RSS feed's most 

current data
1. select a layout
2. select a color scheme
3. enter URL of RSS feed
4. add the generated URL to your website to display 

RSS

RSS2HTML (installed)
Written in PHP
Different layout 
choices
Embed it in your 
page design
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Feed2JS (hosted or locally installed)

Powered by 
Magpie RSS

Paste one line 
of  JavaScript 
in your web 
page

http://jade.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/feed/

Feed2JS in action with a search result form 
del.icio.us

http://allrss.com/delicious.html

Web 
based 
style tool 
to create 
the style 
sheet
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Install Feed2JS (locally)

Pre-populated 
with our proxy 
server code to 
enable access 
on/off campus

Social Bookmark Services

del.icio.us, Furl, connotea
furl
– Your own bookmarks

All or just one category
– Search results
– “Tags”
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All Bookmarks / Specific Topic

Keep Resource Pages and Links Updated

Display Furl links
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Building Powerful Applications
Dozens to hundreds of feeds
Harvest
Build a range of products

More Tools, More Feeds

Find out more:
– RSS Compendium

allrss.com
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Conclusion

Lots of tools
Right tool for non-techies (us) and 
programmer types
Lots of opportunity
Start to think in technicolor
– What if ?

Questions

darlene.fichter@usask.ca


