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Overview

@ \What is RSS?
@ RSS Versions

@ Library Examples and
RSS

@ Tools to Publish RSS
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RSS Definitions

@ Rich Site Summary LRSS |

@ Really Simple Syndication Py

@ RDF Site Summary

& ‘feeds” E

“A “machine readable file” in [+ P
XML format

ELOGLIMES
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One or More RSS Buttons

Medscape BioMed Central RSS Feed
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Medscape Headines in RSS ey

JEGEEEEEERENECEEEERRGEE ¢;

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
May 18, 2005



Always fresh : Fast content for your users : RSS and potential
applications — Darlene Fichter

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

miliiveisity Of Saskatchewan

;* e ibrary

Delivering information = supporting learning

‘B Bn 6 e e s ek I e Lo I e L T
o JJJ QLEI Iz do
T e ] e

I o

News and Events

1 Libeary newes ard

Sherw Micralarm % annee MResdes Prinler
available in the Main Library

it Pet .
e YT 84 D Mo
0w movaliletype.orf 7

Our Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

Delivering information - supporting learning

Web Site News Feed

— Easy way to syndicate news headlines

— Way to get automated updates of web site
changes
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RSS for the Publisher

@ Cheap and easy to do

@ Updates automatically as blog or web site
changes

Tip: Easiest way for a library to create an RSS feed is to set up a
blog or a social bookmarking tool.
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RSS Syntax

@ RSS file has two major placeholders for data:
— Channel
- ltems

@ Extended descriptions in version 2.0

— Through the use of additional namespaces
¢ Blogging
4 Dublin core classification
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Item Elements

- <item>
m <title>Full Text Now Available for Theses and Dissertations</title>

m <link>http://library.usask.ca/news/2005_01.htmI</link>
<descrint R .

description>The University of Saskatchewan Library has recently
purchased the full-text version of Proquest Dissertations and Theses
(formerly called Proquest Digital...</description>

<guid isPermaLink="false">174@http://library.usask.ca/news/</guid>
<dc:subject />

<dc:date>2005-01-18T14:13:08-06:00</dc:date>

<fitem>

i
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RSS Flavours
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RSS Makes Syndication Available to Everyone

@ Before RSS

— Few wire services and a few channels

— Writers worked for traditional media outlets
@ \With RSS

— Everyone can be a “news” publisher

— Everyone can be a “news” writer/producer
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Who “Consumes” RSS feeds?

@ Individuals with an RSS Newsreader

€ \Webmasters who want to publish feeds on
their site (fresh food)

@ News aggregators

5% of internet users say they use RSS aggregators
Pew Internet and Life
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Yahoo Search
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One Click to Rule Them All

| BBC |

NYT

/

Medscape Specialty

Scitech lib question

RSS News Readers / Aggregators

el

\

MSN Search

Gov News

My.PubMeb

BaRf*

Nature| | BMJ

*BaRf - Bioinformatics aggregated RSS feeds

RSS
News
Readers

Desktop

Sharpreader

Web
(hosted)

Bloglines

Newsgator

/A Bloglines | My Blogs - Microsoft Internet E

File Edit Yiew Favorites  Tools  Help

=1olx|

dpack + = - @[3 4| Qoearch [GFavortes {hveda B | Bh- S [ - =] A

Address [&] htepjwiw. blogines. camjryblogs

| fa ‘um =

Coogle ~ [sharpraader

|| Bosearchwed - @iSearchste (3] 52 ¢ | Bheldingpopups Elaccril B | Edop >

lippings

Bloglines

ﬁ' My Feeds || My Blo

Welcome scottp Account | Helo | Log out 2]

ISearch All Blogs

=]

L Directory | Share

Add | Edit | Reorder/Sort | Options
& 103 Feeds Mark All Rear

=&Y otherstuff (400}

o}

Lockergnome's RSS & Atomn Tips

B  Biz Stone, Genius

[8] evhead

[8] Peter Scott's Library Blag

[#] 1 Phys. &: Math. Gen. latest
papers (200}

[#] Eindory Blogs Top Stories
{200)

EE3 Library-related (226)

Peter Scott's Library Blog

A blog sponsored by zrefer - supplier of online reference services

4 Ttemns | Sort Oldest First | Updated Fri, Nov 12 2004 9:25 M

This week's Friday Brain-Teaser from xrefer tests ...
By Peter

This week's Friday Brain-Teaser from xrefer tests your knowledge of World
Heritage Sites. Answers here,

1. Which former royal palace in France, ten miles from Paris, is a World
Heritage Site where the peace treaty was signed at the end of World War I7

-=(In Between}=-
@ m BT 2. Which wall, built in about AD 122-130 as the principal northern frontier of
[8] fusrlibsinta Roman Britain, is a World Heritage Site?
[8] Ariadne: & web manazine on 3, The old city centre of Havana is a World Heritags Site - in which country?
Internet issuss for librarians and in | 4. Which play by Shakespears was set at Elsinors in Denmark, the sits of
[8] bespacific Kronborg Castle, 5 Warld Heritage Site?
@ bibligTech; all things library and 5. Which Waorld Heritage Site in China extends fram the Tellow Sea to the
tech Central Asian Desert?
[8] The Blog Driver's waltz (50w 6. Which ruined Inca city in Peru, discovered in 1911 by the explorer Hiram
Bingham, is a World Heritage Site?
[3 catalogabloq (2 7. In which American city is the Werld Heritage Site of Independence Hall,
C Chronicle.com - Jobs in where the Declaration of Independence was proclaimed in 17787
Librarians/librar: 8. Which city in northeast England has a cathedral and castle which are
ministratinn {Z200% tranthor o Warld Uaribann Cika?
o ! Min e
| 4
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What Can | Do for My Users?

@ Beyond the individual

— Important role just educating people about RSS
@ Powerful tool for creating new services

@ Look at some examples and applications
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New Books by Subject — U of Alberta
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New Book Feeds - Dlrect From Library
Catalog

@ Sirsi announced it is developing RSS feeds
out of the catalog

@ Talis is experimenting
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Journals

€ 1000's of journals that provide table of
contents and other information
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Browse by Publisher/Source
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Tools

@ Database driven site
®PHP

@ MagpieRSS - Parser for PHP
- http://magpierss.sourceforge.net/
- Handles most type of feeds

@ MagpieRSS will provide with an associative array
that you can decide how to format

-Uili\retSity of Saskatchewan

L 1brary
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Darryl’s Sample Script

Our Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

@ Run script

¢ http://library.usask.ca/~fichter/rss/magpie test.php
@ See the code

¢ hitp://library.usask.ca/~fichter/rss/magpie sample.html
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Why RSS Feeds for Books and Journals?

@ Grist for other people’s web pages
@ Fuel for the early adopters of RSS as way of

keeping up professional

@ Tap into “word of mouth marketing”
@ Always fresh “auto-magically”

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian
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Data Files & GIS Library Services

How To Find a Data File

GI5 and Digital Maps
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Data Library

@ Uses Moveable Type to create the news
€ Automatically creates an RSS feed
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Reaching Beyond Our Users

¥ Karen Schneider

© “Donning my lii.org hat, we had a remarkable
education when we added RSS feeds. Now people
find us through the blog-finding agents. Librarians,
including me, suck at marketing, but by adding RSS
feeds, we stumbled onto a way for the audience to
find us, instead of the glacially slow process of
dissemination through our existing readership.”

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
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Library News in UPortal

@ Syndicate your news
@ Let people update news with a blog
— We use Moveable Type

@ Presto — instant RSS feeds for your campus
or corporate-wide portal, departments, CoPs
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Always Fresh — Populate that Web Site

@ Feeds, feeds, and

more feeds
— Spot the orange button ELH|
OSISé?/Weblog search @ Peter Scott's RSS
— Technorati.com Compendlum Blog
_ Feedster.com - http://ast.antville.org/

Daypop.com
Newsisfree.com
Feedster.com

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian
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Hennepin County Library
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Read the Fine Print

@ Before you republish RSS feeds check the
rules

Our Catalogue | Ask a Librarian
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Institute of Physics

Really Simple Syadication (RSS)

IoP | Syndication.iop.org

155 Channels | Aot HS5 | HSS Sobtwars | Faadback

What Is Rss?  IEECITTEM  tvowesy || eysie
Recently updated channels

Fverse Problems |atest papens

JSTAT lates! papers

SUST latest papers

Newr Joumnal of Physics latest papers
Phytiol Meas. fatest papers

PEST latest papers

Nuckear Fusion latast papers

Class. Quantum Grav, atest papers
Manotechnology |atest papess

JHEP labest papers

Monlinearity katest papars

CompoundSemiconductor.net Mews
Nanatachweb org Jobs
Manatechwetr org Maws

http://syndication.iop.org/

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
May 18, 2005
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Terms for NYTimes.com
RSS feeds

Wie encourage the use of
YT S S Eegd

reader or as part of a non-
commercial Web site or blog
We reguire proper format and
attribution whenever Mew

¥ork Times content is posted

thatyou ceats
MYTimes.com content.
Please read the Terms and
Conditions for complete
instructions

http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/

Our Catalogue | Ask a Librarian
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Guardian Unlimited front page
LK latest

World latest

Guardian Unlimited Sport
Guardian Unlimited Foothall
Guardian Unlimited Lifa
Guardian Unlimited Arts
Guardian Unlimited Books
Guardian Unlimited Film news
Guardian Unlimited Lifa

Stay up-to-date with our web
feeds

Guardian Unlimited Mewsblog
Guardian Unlimited Onlineblog
Guardian Unlimited Gameshlog
Guardian Unlimited Guideblog

e
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RSS Feeds for News Searches

moreover ee e

330 advertising
supported feeds

HEHHIE: FRRE L|

http://w.moreover.com/categories/category list rss.html

Our Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

E-University of Saskatchewan

L 1brary

The feeds are provided free of charge
for use by individuals and non-profit
organizations for personal, non-
commercial uses. We ask that you
provide attribution to Yahoo! News in

http://news.yahoo.com/rss connection with your use of the feeds.

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
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New MSN Search

@ Not permitted except for news readers

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian
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Whirlwind Tour of Tools to Display RSS

@ Things to Keep in Mind
— Licensing
— Security

4 Can you use remotely hosted services?

4 Would a search be better than direct
subscribe?

4 How private are some aggregators?
— Tools and IT

4 PHP might be something you can just add

4 Other tools may require libraries that IT has
to install on your web server

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
May 18, 2005
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RSS Digest (remote)
RSS Digest C—

. N i ce , newer Easily put updating RSS links & headlines on your Web site
What Is RSS Digest?

Service e
Flace tems and hnadlings from any BSS ar Atom enabled site (such es -
gi

deligigouy o Fickr) onto your site, ne progroanming reguired |t gan use
JavaScript, PHP, or an IFRAME a5 the inclusion method, 0 anyone can use it

° I nse rt feed Cet no ugly ads, and use ANY valid feed! r h
with s

» The Binee ¥
s e

Javascript, i
PH P’ Or an ;h:g_r-‘;"'_udl-‘ﬂhlull\-brﬂ\

| Slashdut - Technical rwws & stories =] .

IFR Q M E = Rl ] e
Crasts thecode) Az of 29th January 2008,

34

2 deusty are resding
2434 unique leeds and
What's new in version 2% rec g approx 100,000

Wereion 1 ks no simple recrganizasion of version 1. R5% Digest 7 faarures requests per day

weiiliveisity, of Saskatchewan e sae st 2 Lboarian

memessd_1brary
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Special fars

Health &

W veweart | weiar it | s accomt) | e

Amazon.com Syndicated Content

Sample Feeds

Below are listed some of Amazon,com's maost papular categories and their
respective RSS URLS (click on the orange "eml™ image t6 bring up the PSS
dacument).

DBOOKS ELECTRONICS
EEI!M & Prnqunphy

Accesories & Supplies
T Al Ace S

G Cables & Fevceenucls
ECTN Ik & Fundur
ST Manstar Cable

fusdla & Vidno

ECIH ANl Audn & Video

ECI co Flayers & Recorders
ECT Ciocks & Radios
Recorders

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
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URL Where the Feed W|II Be Dlsplayed

RSS Digest e

Easily put updating S5 links & headlines on your Web site

Rkl

The bnks sbove are gan

. from ded icio u's £55 se

Gonu hm//xmmm.:mfancwxmis? eyl hlinted
wm&bw&urms mu 2143 o 0 A

o T e Al

ris91 nas&mmseam-s appears 1o ba a valid RSS nlol

Your detalls

Digest rmnﬂkmlamazonc. fs k w20F a0
based on: 20

Fe=hiEtp:ffmil. aMazon com /s

rss091 xsibBrowseNodeSearch=d
Your URL: | iitary usask, ca~fichienirss/digest Hml
REQD. (mis i the URL of your Wb site, not the fieest)
Your email [ssene nevengusask cof
Q0. we soul you derals of yow EIEST 0 POU €08 AT 4 IGINTaN T Wi wall naT BN O Shae Your £ akdness.
PROMISE pou will andy recal i mmals fom me, Pelar Cotpar B the fant ox months, howaver, | haue nat eamar.
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Display Options

(1207 23,10 Thly f fowd fomn 3

(025 17260 T . e o 1 - Trirecstoet
dscign

0| oo o4) Tie ot fos RemE - Sertened
e

RO 100 Tk o, o o5 - S b by

HTML Template Code

You Can $rylize yoUr daest any wiy yOU want wih thade Tans (O0ane In & new wndow),
COdE fOF <o heef-miORLE ™A TITLEV</avcbe /> 2]
Template:

£
(0w con chanae tis o you wigh i you b, O HTML « pows con change it lorer if necessany)

Basic Conditiens of Use

Please link hack. Please link back to hetp://wa.bighold.com/easdigest/ from your Web site. We pr
mdvertizing in your digests, sllowing you to Link back in uhatever form suits you hest.

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
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Cut and Paste Code to HTML Page

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

RSS Digest

Easlly put updating RSS inks & headines on your Web site

(st This will take a few seconds the frst time as i regaters and indexes
your fasd with the system )

JavaScript code
Yeu ean includa your digest on a regutar HTML Web page by
copying and pasting the following cods into the area of the pags
yiou want he digest to appea

OR.. PHP include code

Wou can includs the feed on a PHP page with this code.

Homa | Eorum & News | Eormatting Guide

Un vecsxty of Saskatchewan

seslibrary
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RSS Digest Results

& Amazon Feeds

Our Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

@ RSS Digest
- Cut and paste

RSS Digest - Food

— Choose layout

@ Paste your code in
your web page

Macronsed Enogy! - Eting fr Life: Your
- $2108

Ering o Famiy Back b fhe Table -
o liing Vour Fasaly ack to e Table. by

i Coskbeak.

Mot fan 10O pexipes « The Goamet Cookbook : Mose han 1000 pecipes.

— http://library.usask.ca/~ w:

fichter/rss/digest.html

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
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Tools to Display Your Feeds

@ RSS2HTML (hosted)
— http://www.rss2html.com/
— Webpage will always show the RSS feed's most
current data
1. select a layout
2. select a color scheme
3. enter URL of RSS feed

4. add the generated URL to your website to display
RSS

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

swmewiiveisity of Saskatchewan

hs 1= Iibrary

Delivering information - supporting learning

RSS2HTML (installed)

€ \Written in PHP

€ Different layout
choices

€ Embed it in your
page design

RSS Blog & RSS News

02/01/2005

01/31/2005

01/28/2005

Displayirg RSS Feeds 01/27/2005
Mo e people are asking us how to display RSS feeds

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
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= Using RES Feeds in your web pages is just a cut 'n paste away!

L coes | ina | _puia | soteJ oownioaa |t | woas

> > :;‘:r\\ So What is "Feed to JavaScript"?
| an R ated

Itis & rather simple technology ll= alows you, the humble web page
con d in your awn web page, withour

Powered by
Magpie RSS

Paste one line
of JavaScript

in your web e
page m Yous wah g does

4 Hagple RS it, Check out som
akeady using this

This Fras

wab 5ite provides you a froe service that can do al the hard
== i 3 BTy STAPS:

Plaase kesp in mnd that feeds are cached on cur site for 60 mirutes. so if

http://jade.mcl |.dist.maricopa.edu/feed/

Our Catalogue | Ask a Librarian
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FeedZJS In action W|th a search result form
del.icio.us

RSS Compendium - RSS@del.icio.us
:l“ "-h = Gougle Seprch

Web freiunne These are the latest entries from the RSS section of

ESS o del.icio.us
I I i LiveBoskmark > Gives an Add Live Bookmark optien
Sty e too nchas when right-clicking links. dynamisches Lasszelchen
] ven Hand einzurichten ohne den Lesezeichen-

to create Saze | Rt cnman
the Style , che Erkennung méYgich ist.
sheet

ey

Rss Faed from IEEE Computer Society

XOXO and Attention. x| WORSE than ROF? Lh:'lf:';“'“:l"'u
pow

Going My Way:

AP HADEE pE S AT S0 0SRS5S AN S S0'E %

AELRSS Digest

Other Links: NOAA - National Weather Service - Exparimental XML
| e | datafeeds - Current Conditions ey

http://allrss.com/delicious.html
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Install Feed2JS (Iocally)

Pre-populated Build An RSS Feed For Your Own Website
WILh OUE PrOXY T e e i o e sance. st o sommea mons i, T your w0
First, b sure 10 preview the fead to venfy the cortent and format Once the contert is displayed how
Server COde to you fik i use ll&generale]ara:cdplhrl n 1o got your code. Once the cortent looks okay,
v on fo th

enable aCCeSS :RLEn!urllll:wub address of
on/off campus

Show =hanr|al° {yesinoititle) Display information about the publisher of the feed [yes=show the tits
and description, ul: = chsplary itk only, no=do nol display amthing)
T yes ( htie

Number of items to digplay, Enter tho number of dems 1o be displayad (anter 0 10 show sl
envilablz)
{1

Show item descriptions? How much? (0=no descriptions, 1=show full description test, =1 =
dispiay first n characters of descnption)

Our Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

Unwecs&ty of Saskatchewan
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Social Bookmark Services

& del.icio.us, Furl, connotea

& furl

— Your own bookmarks
¢ All or just one category

— Search results
_ HTagS"

Western Canadian Chapter - SLA
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Un ve;snty of Saskatchewan

EE -l ibrary

Delivering information = supporting learning

All Bookmarks / Specific Topic

furl ......con v

| IETE0) v Archive |
Fron - Get Sarted - ews - Late

The Darlene Fichter Archive (prvate vies - public vew)

Search for Suarch |

Filter by toplc [41
Date | Any

Our Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

= B -Un vetsxty of Saskatchewan

taamepsd_1brary

3'_.:.

Delivering information - supporting learning

Finding Library Weblogs
Connpiled by Darlene Fichter
Library Weblogs
5 - Libdex
Open Directory
. ibraries
daing good things with blags

Librarian Weblogs

ated resgurges for mone tools on finding

Library Related Collaborative Weblogs

- Clu-_--:- Diractory

@ Library Weblog News & Links B0 e
Display Furl links e

Janusry 16, 7005
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Always fresh : Fast content for your users : RSS and potential
applications — Darlene Fichter

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

smuwiiiveisity of Saskatchewan

ST L 1brary

Delivering information = supporting learning

Building Powerful Applications

@ Dozens to hundreds of feeds
@ Harvest
@ Build a range of products

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

swmewiiveisity of Saskatchewan

Sisen Library

Delivering information - supporting learning

More Tools, More Feeds

@ Find out more:

— RSS Compendium
¢allrss.com
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Always fresh : Fast content for your users : RSS and potential
applications — Darlene Fichter

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

smuwiiiveisity of Saskatchewan

ST L 1brary

Delivering information = supporting learning

Conclusion

@ Lots of tools

@ Right tool for non-techies (us) and
programmer types

@ Lots of opportunity

@ Start to think in technicolor
— What if ?

Qur Catalogue | Ask a Librarian

=mE .Us liveisity | of Saskatchewan

L 1brary

Delivering information - supporting learning

Questions

darlene.fichter@usask.ca
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