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BY THE

BOOK
All of us, together
I’m excited to introduce this inaugural 
edition of By the Book to you, our 
valuable supporter. As you read 
through, I encourage you to take pride 
in the tremendous, tangible impact your 
gift has made on tens of thousands of 
students and academics at the University 
of Saskatchewan.

In the last year, more than 500 donors 
gave generously to the University Library 
to help support learning, research 
and collaboration across our diverse 
community. Supporters like you play 
a significant role as we move forward 
with modernizing and reimagining our 
spaces through the University Library 
Transformation Project, currently in 
Phase III.

This winter, the reserve area behind 
the check-out desk in Murray Library 
underwent construction to build a new 
office. This helps us manage queue times 
and allows employees behind the desk 

to be closer and more accessible during 
peak times, improving our service to 
library users. 

Students are enjoying updated furniture 
in the Engineering Library, there are new 
modern study spaces on the sixth floor 
of the Murray Library, and we’ve added 
additional electrical outlets for students 
to charge their laptops with the option 
to stand while they study.

Your generous gift allows the library 
to continue to grow and thrive. Future 
plans include an expansion of the 
ground floor of Murray Library, allowing 
for more natural light to brighten  
the library and increase the communal 
work space. 

We’re also looking forward to a new 
home for the University Archives and 
Special Collections as we develop plans 
for an inspiring and inviting space on 
the fifth floor of Murray Library. Our 

vision for this space includes more room 
for secure public access to the archives, 
expanded gallery spaces, and advanced 
climate controls to protect our valuable 
materials.  

As proud as I am to see these many 
projects and initiatives come to fruition, 
I’m equally as proud to have you as a 
champion for the University Library. To 
continue this important progress, it will 
take all of us, together, to pour in our 
passion for what our library is and what 
it will be.

Your support makes a long-lasting 
difference. I sincerely thank you. 

Melissa Just, MLIS, EdD
Dean, University Library
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As part of USask Alumni 
Weekend in September 2018, 
the University Library introduced 
the new permanent location of 
the Alumni Book Collection in 
the Murray Library. 

The collection was named in 
honour of the late Professor 
Emeritus Duff Spafford (BA’59, 
MA’61) who was the catalyst for 
assembling and preserving the 
compilation. Duff was a political 
scientist in the College of Arts 
and Science for nearly 40 years 
until his retirement in 2002. 
During his time on campus, he 
developed a keen interest in 
university history, particularly in 
the achievements of its alumni, 
and even rediscovered several 
notable graduates. Not long after 
retirement, Duff spearheaded 
the development of an alumni 
project unique among Canadian 
universities — the Alumni Book 
Collection. 

With enormous dedication 
to the task, Duff compiled a 
list of more than 3,000 titles 
representing diverse works 
by USask alumni produced as 
early as 1922. Over the course 
of a decade, nearly 800 of these 

works were gathered for the 
collection, many of which were 
purchased and donated by Duff 
himself. 

Duff’s family was in attendance 
at the event. “My dad said that 
although the book collection 
had no formal connection to the 
University Library, he hoped that 
someday the committee might 
consider having the collection 
catalogued,” said Sarah Spafford-
Ricci, Duff’s daughter. “He would 
be very pleased to know that 
the books have made their way 
to the library. My dad never 
stopped being grateful for the 
chance to learn, to read, to 
teach, to meet with colleagues 
— he had a life well lived at  
the U of S.” 

Several alumni have generously 
contributed to the collection, 
which will continue to grow by 
donation. Alumni authors are 
welcome to donate their work 
to the collection by sending 
books to:

Take a Break  
at the Library

December 2018 Take a Break  
by the numbers

400 lbs  
of oranges 

handed out 

100+  
volunteer 

hours

$20 donation  
provides  
75 snacks

The Duff Spafford 
Alumni Book Collection

The Duff Spafford Alumni  
Book Collection  
301 Murray Library, 3 Campus 
Drive, Saskatoon SK S7N 5A4

As final exams wrapped up for thousands 
of USask students, all seven locations 
of the University Library were packed 
with students intently focused on their 
preparations for the final push. Many of 
these students take advantage of our 
late-night study program, which opens 
the Murray Library for 24 hours a day 
during exam periods. While we like to see 
students hard at work, these long hours 
can often mean sacrificing a proper meal. 

Thanks to support from donors and 
volunteers like you, the Take a Break at 
the Library program has been providing 
students with healthy snacks during exam 
times for the past five years. Each semester 
our alumni volunteers visit the branches 
to distribute fruit, popcorn, granola bars 
and other brain-fueling foods while 
encouraging students to take a break so 
they can return to their exam preparations 
reenergized and refocused. 

If you would like to learn more or 
support this program by volunteering  
or donating, visit give.usask.ca/library  
or email alumni.volunteer@usask.ca.
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“When students approach 
you to thank you, you 
know you’ve done 
something valuable.” 
NEIL RICHARDS

A legacy of equality
Neil Richards, one of Saskatchewan’s 
most influential LGBTQ+ activists, made it 
his life’s work to preserve and document 
the heritage of the LGBTQ+ community. 
During his more than 30 years at the 
University Library and continuing in his 
retirement, Neil donated, discovered 
and acquired materials of interest to the 
LGBTQ+ community.

Neil’s compilation of published and 
manuscript material became The Neil 
Richards Collection of Sexual and Gender 
Diversity, a special collection of more than 
8,000 works and one of the largest such 
collections in Canada. 

Beyond books and manuscripts, the 
collection preserves items representing 
popular culture of LGBTQ+ communities, 
including lifestyle magazines, pulp 
literature, vintage postcards and sound 
recordings. It is one of the most used 
collections in University Archives and 
Special Collections. 

Neil also donated extensive archival 
collections to the Provincial Archives of 
Saskatchewan and to the University of 

Saskatchewan. Among other material, 
these collections include thousands of 
news clippings and records of several 
of Saskatoon’s early gay organizations. 
Following the closure of the Saskatoon 
office of the Provincial Archives, both 
archival collections are now housed at the 
University Library. 

The University Library is proud to be the 
permanent home of these remarkable 
collections, along with several other 
LGBTQ+ collections donated through 
Neil’s efforts.

Sadly, Neil passed away in January 2018. 
His life of collecting was honoured 
through his posthumous investiture into 
the Saskatchewan Order of Merit. Neil’s 
legacy lives on at the University Library, 
as he established a bequest for USask to 
continue his life’s work. 

His estate gift will support the annual 
purchase of additional resources and 
support educational activities relating to 
LGBTQ+ issues on campus. 

In October, Neil’s legacy and landmark 
collection were honoured at a reception 

in the Murray Library. Faculty, students 
and members of Saskatchewan’s LGBTQ+ 
community were in attendance to 
commemorate Neil’s life and work.

No one will ever be able to fill Neil’s shoes, 
but the University Library is embarking on 
a fundraising effort to support graduate 
students who will be dedicated to 
continuing Neil’s instrumental work.

The University Library is aiming to raise 
$50,000 in an effort to help continue 
the ground-breaking collections he 
created, as well as support engagement 
and outreach activities related to the 
collections. Each donation made towards 
the Neil Richards Collection will be 
matched by the University Library up to 
a total of $50,000, doubling the impact of 
each contribution.

Donations can be made by visiting give.
usask.ca/library and selecting “University 
Library Gender and Sexual Diversity” from 
the drop-down menu. Your donation will 
help elevate the collection and ensures 
that it remains a prominent and treasured 
resource. 
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On behalf of the entire campus community, 
thank you for your continued support of 
the University Library. 

If you have any questions or would like to 
connect, please contact:

Roxanne McHattie,
Development Officer, 
Institutional Priorities

306-966-8717
roxanne.mchattie@usask.ca

seats in University 
Library locations

donors to the 
University Library

3,590 46 545
annual visitors to our 
University Library locations

1.8 million 
new donors  
in 2018


