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Adaptability amidst the vibe and volume 
All it takes is a quick glance around our 
library locations during final exam time 
to be reminded of the importance of 
the University Library to students and 
faculty. 

This time of year you’ll see substantially 
more students in our study carrels and 
common areas, at the printers, buried in 
the stacks, at the circulation desk and in 
our group study rooms. And, of course, in 
line for a much-needed coffee and study 
break snacks.

While you can see that this time of year 
brings changes to our library spaces, you 
can also feel the change in vibe. You can 
sense the increased focus, determination 
and hope as students prepare for their 
final exams – an energy tempered by an 
anticipation for the holiday break and 
some well-deserved down-time before 
the race begins again in January.

As charged as our library environment 
seems at the moment, it is gratifying 
to know that we are supporting our 
students during this busy and hectic 
time of year.  

I have expressed in the past how the 
library, its services, spaces, resources and 
people can often be the deciding factor 
in student success. The change in vibe 
and volume across library locations is 
indicative of this increased reliance on 
our services; library staff recognize this, 
as do students, and equally as important, 
so do our donors.

Thank you for your support of the 
University Library. Your generosity allows 
us to better support our students and 
provide the kind of excellent services that 
they require in order to be successful. We 
couldn’t do it without you.

As we strive to be the university the world 
needs, it is imperative to be a library that 
adapts to the modern (and growing) 
needs of our community.

Whether your gift supports the Take a 
Break at the Library program focused on 
student nutrition during exam time or 
our digital scholarship initiatives, we’re 
grateful for the ways in which all our 
donors contribute to the success of our 
community—particularly during this 
time of year.

I wish you a happy holiday season and 
best wishes for 2020.  

Melissa Just, MLIS, EdD
Dean, University Library

University of Saskatchewan Library, University Archives 
and Special Collections, RG2024-2006-086-1628
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Connecting 
with our 
community

The new home for digital 
research at the Murray Library

The University Library is excited 
to welcome Luke Muller to the 
new role of Director of External 
Engagement. He began his role 
in early November, and will be 
focused on building stronger ties 
with library donors and the wider 
community. In addition to serving 
in volunteer leadership roles with 
the United Way, READ Saskatoon, 
and the Friendship Inn, Luke has 
worked on campus in a variety of 
roles, including as the University 
Library’s Development Officer from 
2010-14. 

“A strong and meaningful 
relationship with our donors and 
stakeholders is vital to the success 
of our University Library and those 
that use it,” he said. “I’m thrilled to 
be working to strengthen these 
relationships and look forward 
to connecting with our many 
stakeholders.”  

In a partnership with the College of 
Arts and Science designed to expand 
research support at USask, the University 
Library recently opened the new location 
for the Digital Research Centre (DRC) on 
the second floor of the Murray Library in 
October. 

“The library is uniquely positioned on 
campus to dedicate discipline-neutral 
space to facilitate digital research,” 
said Dr. Melissa Just (EdD), dean of the 
University Library. “The DRC will allow 
our faculty and students to capitalize 
on library expertise and information 
resources, and apply digital research 
tools, methods and skills to create and 
produce innovative scholarly outputs.”

Previously located in the Arts Building, 
the DRC works with researchers to 
create digital platforms, assist with 
digital asset management, and support 
the development of grant proposals for 
research involving digital technologies.

“The primary goal of the DRC is to make 
research, items of culture significance, 
and artistic works more accessible and to 
support new forms of scholarly output,” 
said Craig Harkema, co-director of the 
DRC. 

USask researchers are already making use 
of the DRC’s resources and workspace. 
Researchers from across campus have 
been working on a variety of projects, 
including text analysis, oral histories and 
database design. Among the projects 
currently ongoing and supported by the 
DRC is the Northern Heritage Digitization 
Strategy, a digitization project that 
focuses on items of cultural and historical 
significance.

The DRC also works collaboratively with 
community partners. Colin Osmond, 
a USask PhD candidate conducting 
historical research with the Pictou 
Landing Mi’kmaq First Nation in Pictou, 
N.S., has worked extensively with the 
DRC on his research.

“I have been able to create an online 
database where all of my primary 
research can be stored and shared with 
the Pictou Landing community, allowing 
them to remain up-to-date and involved 
in my current research, and have access 
to a collection of important historical 
documents about their community’s 
history.”  

Visit library.usask.ca/drc for more 
information. 
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The view from here: the photography 
of Howdy McPhail
The McPhail family has helped an 
important collection take off at the Link 
Gallery in the Murray Library.

The View from Here: The Photography 
of Howdy McPhail, which was on display 
through the fall, featured iconic aerial 
photography of a formative period in 
Saskatchewan’s history. During the latter 
half of the twentieth century, rural farm 
populations were in decline.  Along 
with the rest of Canada, Saskatchewan 
became more urbanized. The economy 
was also in transition, moving from one 
reliant on agriculture to one based on 
resource industries, such as mining, oil 
and gas.  

From 1952-62, McPhail took over 7,000 
aerial photographs depicting a province 
in flux. The majority of these, black and 

white aerial photographs of farms, 
towns and cities, form an exceptional 
documentary record during a period of 
considerable change across Canada, and 
particularly in the West. 

“It is an honour to exhibit Howdy’s 
landmark photography in the library 
and have it as part of our permanent 
collections,” said Tim Hutchinson 
of University Archives and Special 
Collections. “We’re grateful to the McPhail 
family for their continuing engagement 
with the collection and their generous 
contribution which made the digital 
project possible.”

Donations from the McPhails have 
also supported the work of Gabriela 
Perez, a student assistant working in 
the Digital Research Centre (DRC), who 

has undertaken the efforts of scanning 
thousands of shots from McPhail, 
developing content for a site devoted 
to the collection to be introduced in 
January 2020, researching geographic 
location data from Howdy’s notebooks 
and more.

“Throughout this project, I was able 
to interact with the DRC equipment 
and gained experience related to the 
management and accessibility of cultural 
heritage,” said Perez. “Working at the 
DRC allowed me to develop valuable 
skills and learn about the possibilities 
of digital projects. It been an incredible 
learning experience and rewarding to 
know that my work makes McPhail’s 
valuable photographs accessible to a 
wide audience.”  

HD McPhail fonds, MG 402, Farm Series 1, DJ McMurphy farm, Turtleford SK (5-51-20), nd. Box 14, item 266.
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On behalf of the entire campus community, 
thank you for your continued support of the 
University Library. 

For more information about how you can 
support the University Library, please contact:

MAKE 
Y   UR 
MARK
AT THE UNIVERSITY LIBR ARY

USask’s Campaign for Students launched in October. 
Your support of the University Library ensures our 
students continue to have access to the services, resources, 
and functional spaces that support their successful 
university experiences. 

To make your gift to the Campaign for Students and support 
the University Library, visit give.usask.ca/students.

““The library has been my home 
for the last four years. From the 
helpful librarians, the Math and 

Stats Help Centre, and all the 
quiet places to study, the library 

has so many great resources that 
have helped me be successful in 

my studies. You cannot graduate 
without the library and I am 

grateful to have its support.” 

CARLEE SNOW 
FOURTH-YEAR MARKETING STUDENT

EDWARDS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Luke Muller, MA, CFRE
Director of External Engagement, University Library
306-966-1192, luke.muller@usask.ca
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