Digital Bookplates
A digital bookplate is one of the ways the University
Library recognizes your gift– it’s not only a way for us to
say thanks, but a meaningful way for you to personally
recognize a friend, celebrate a family member, or
remember a mentor. It can also simply recognize your
own contributions to the University Library.
Each digital bookplate:
•

Displays an attractive, professionally designed
university image.

•

Contains personalized text of your choosing which
can honour or remember someone important to
you.

•

Links to one or more titles in the University Library’s
online catalogue.

We know you don’t donate to the library for the
recognition, but we’re thankful for your support.
For more information about digital bookplates, visit
library.usask.ca/bookplates or call Luke Muller
at (306) 966-1192.
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Hope springs eternal
Students today are navigating a new world of
learning. Your gift to the University Library through
the Campaign for Students ensures that they have
access to academic services and materials no matter
where they are studying this year. To make your
gift to the Campaign for Students and support the
University Library, visit give.usask.ca/students.

For more information on how you can support the University Library, contact:

Luke Muller,
Director, External Engagement
(306) 966-1192
luke.muller@usask.ca
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It has been more than a year since we
learned that the pandemic required the
library – indeed the entire campus – to
shut down. By March 23 of last year, all our
employees left the library and began a
new journey with the pandemic changing
our lives in ways none of us could have
imagined. We have all had to learn a new
way of working and a new way of living.
Some of us figured out how to care for
children while working and some of us
lived alone and did our best to retain
social connections. I’m proud of all our
library employees who have worked so
hard to stay positive and keep our library
services running under such difficult
circumstances.

campus instruction for Fall Term 2021.
Continued flexibility may be required of
all of us, but this is an encouraging sign of
restoring some semblance of normalcy to
our day-to-day lives.

As challenging as the past year has been,
we’ve all been on the journey together
and we have good reason to be hopeful
and optimistic. In March of this year,
USask president Peter Stoicheff shared
his confidence that there would be a
significant increase of in-person, on-

We also introduced a new, donor-funded
Indigenous
Storyteller-in-Residence
pilot program, the first of its kind in
Saskatchewan designed to amplify
Indigenous voices and perspectives on
campus and beyond. The program was
launched successfully in January and

For now, we continue to provide library
services online and we collectively
continue to address our strategic
initiatives aimed at enhancing the service
and program offerings of the University
Library. We are, for example, moving to
a new organizational model with four
functional divisions that will empower
us to collectively set goals and advance
priorities as outlined in our University
Library Strategic Framework 2025, which
you can view at our website.

was a huge success garnering significant
attention locally and across the country
in addition to our campus stakeholders,
the media, and other academic libraries a
cross the country. I want to thank Lindsay
Knight, our inaugural storyteller, for her
vision, creativity, and passion while serving
in this role.
There is much more to share with you
in this newsletter, but perhaps nothing
more important than the fact that we
simply couldn’t accomplish all that we do
without your ongoing belief in the work
that we do. University Library donors and
friends are an integral part of our library
community, and we are grateful for your
support. Thank you!

Charlene Sorensen
Acting dean, University Library
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Rhyme and reason: Indigenous Storyteller-in-Residence a
first at USask
At 13 years old, Lindsay Knight (ARTS’10,
MA’13) discovered the lyricism and
storytelling of hip-hop music. “I have
always been a storyteller through
the written word,” the University of
Saskatchewan (USask) graduate student
recalled. “When I discovered that you
could create a poetic flow over
a smooth beat, I was hooked.
And I still am to this day.”

USask’s identity. Welcoming Lindsay to the
library in this capacity to uplift Indigenous
voices and lead important discussions
with students is vital to the university’s
Indigenization efforts.”
Knight is not only an artist, but also
an academic. She earned a master’s

In addition to the sound and
swagger of the genre, Knight
identified with the sadly
familiar characteristics of the
racial inequalities chronicled
by hip-hop’s Black and
Hispanic founding storytellers.

“Much of my work reflects my identity
as a half-nehiyaw (Cree) woman born
and raised in the city,” said Knight. “Yet,
I’m still very connected to my landbased practices through my family and
community of Muskoday First Nation. As
with any Indigenous person today, there
is no avoiding intergenerational
trauma from colonial institutions
like residential schools and
reserve systems, so these personal
struggles also come out in my
work.”
One of the signature components
of the Indigenous Storytellerin-Residence
pilot
program
is creating and promoting
intercultural understanding and
story-sharing between and among
Indigenous and non-Indigenous
people.
Knight’s
residency
facilitated
this
conversation
through virtual coffee talk events
with USask students via Zoom. She
also participated in conversations
within the library, and these have
also sparked some intercultural
understandings
within
a
University Library context.

“There are so many parallels to
Indigenous experience when
considering colonial violence
in the forms of racism, poverty,
police violence,” said Knight.
“Through identifying with the
similar realities of struggle
and survival, hip-hop culture
was adopted by Indigenous
people.”
Nine albums and several
accolades later under the
moniker Eekwol, Knight has
harnessed her passion for
connecting with audiences
and sharing her personal
experiences.
The latest outlet for Knight’s
creativity has been her
recently completed term as
the University Library’s first
Indigenous
Storyteller-inResidence at USask.

The conclusion of her six-week
residency was marked by a
performance during USask’s
Indigenous Achievement Week
in which she performed original
songs, detailing the story
and inspiration behind them,
highlighting the theme of cultural
identity.

In December, the library
announced the pilot project
introducing the position. The program,
the first of its kind at USask and in the
province, is a natural evolution of the
library’s commitment to sharing and
supporting Indigenous worldviews.
“It is important that we never lose sight
that we’re on Treaty 6 Territory and the
Homeland of the Métis,” said Charlene
Sorensen, acting dean of the University
Library. “Our sense of place is essential to
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Although her term as the
Indigenous Storyteller-in-Residence
has
concluded,
Knight
is
encouraged by the storytelling
sessions she has led and hopes
they will be a catalyst for advancing
conversations surrounding Indigenization.

USask graduate student and artist Lindsay Knight served as the first
Storyteller-in-Residence at the University Library.
Photography: Sweetmoon Photography

degree in Indigenous Studies at USask
and is currently a PhD student in the
Department of Indigenous Studies. She
recently completed a Canada Council
for the Arts-granted project titled, For
Women by Women, which examines
Indigenous women in hip-hop. Knight
is also a recipient of the University of
Saskatchewan
Aboriginal
Graduate
Scholarship.
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“This experience has reminded me that we
are all storytellers in our own way because
we all have something interesting to
share,” she said. “These events have
created the good vibes I was hoping for
and the topic of cultural identity has been
super insightful.”

Adaskin collection
gives insight
into Canadian
composer
The University Library holds extensive
materials relating to the life and work
of Murray Adaskin, a composer, teacher
and musician who served as head of the
USask Department of Music from 1952–
66. Adaskin was also USask’s composerin-residence—the first appointment of
its kind at a Canadian university—from
1966–73.
“I would suggest he was one of the
leading composers in Canada. There’s no
question,” said Dr. Walter Kreyszig (PhD),
professor emeritus in the Department of
Music.
Born in Toronto in 1906, Adaskin was
a violinist with the Toronto Symphony
before he began studying under
influential composers in Toronto and the
United States in the 1940s. He earned
a name as a composer during his years
in Saskatoon and continued his prolific
output of music after retiring to Victoria.
In addition to his legacy as a composer,
Adaskin had a large influence on music
education in Saskatchewan and on the
growth of the Saskatoon Symphony
Orchestra. He played a major role in
bringing Canada’s only quartet of Amati
instruments to USask.
“I would say Adaskin was really a musical
humanist in bridging composition,
performance, teaching, education—to
put it all under one roof,” said Kreyszig,

Former USask composer-in-residence Murray Adaskin composes at his piano in 1957.
Photography: Gordon R. Sisson/A-4099

who is currently co-editing two
upcoming volumes on Adaskin’s life and
music titled The Vision of Murray Adaskin
(1906–2002): His Contributions to the
Musical Scene of Canada and Beyond.
Adaskin travelled widely through the
country seeking sounds and ideas
that were uniquely Canadian and
wrote music that is easy for anyone to
appreciate, said Kreyszig.
“He relates directly to the people. He is
very concerned that there is a Canadian
perspective to his music, and that it is
recognized as solidly Canadian.”
The composer was later invested into
the Order of Canada and was awarded
six honorary doctorates, including one
from USask.
Adaskin began donating his music to
USask in his later years, and his wife

Dorothea completed the gift after his
death in 2002. The donation included
a near-complete collection of Adaskin’s
scores and sheet music, as well as a
priceless assortment of his writings and
personal effects, including his desk,
music stand and metronome.
It’s those personal items that make the
collection in the University Archives
and Special Collections truly stand out,
said Carolyn Doi, music librarian in the
University Library.
“When you look at those objects,
you’re really getting a sense of who the
composer was and what was going on in
their life and how that influenced their
compositional process. I think it adds
meaning to the music.”

University Library the new home to CHASR
The Canadian Hub for Applied and
Social Research (CHASR) now reports
to the University Library, becoming
part of our portfolio in supporting
research at USask. CHASR (formerly the
Social Sciences Research Laboratories)
is a USask-based research support
and consulting service that works
with researchers and clients both
on and off campus. CHASR regularly
engages and supports academicbased researchers from a variety
of disciplines, backgrounds, and

institutions, including government
(federal, provincial, and municipal),
NGO clients, and private sector firms.

across the hall. We look forward to
welcoming the campus community to
the new space when we can return.

Welcoming CHASR to the University
Library builds on our previous
combined efforts to relocate the
Computational Research Lab (CRL). In
2020, we introduced plans to move
CHASR’s CRL into brand new space on
the second floor of the Murray Library,
recognizing that it complements
the Digital Research Centre located

It is also an exciting time for CHASR
to become part of the library on the
heels of their new partnership with
the Canadian Press on their quarterly
omnibus survey, Taking the Pulse of
Canada.
For more information about CHASR,
visit chasr.usask.ca.
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